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Concerted management of savannas in French Guiana 

 

 

Research question 

What would a concerted management tool for the savannas of French Guiana need to address? 

 

Essential definitions 

A concerted management tool (in French: “dispositif d’aménagement concerté”) is a system 
enabling the multi-functional management of an area by taking into account the various 
human activities associated with this area. From an environmental perspective, an efficient 
concerted management tool allows the sustainable management of the area’s natural assets, 
while appropriately regulating the various human activities associated with the area. 

The savannas of French Guiana, locally called “savanes”, are herbaceous formations in the 
coastal lowlands of the territory. Here, we include only dry and seasonally flooded grasslands. 
Permanently flooded areas ( “savanes humides” or “pripris”), or rocky scrublands ( “savanes-
roches”), are not taken into account. 

 

Context 

Savannas represent only 0.3% of the total area of French Guiana, yet they have high 
biodiversity value. Their origins are still subject to debate, but different factors such as past 
climate, past human activities, wildfire dynamics and soil characteristics have most certainly 
played a role in shaping their present distribution. 

Savannas are currently under pressure from many different drivers, e.g. infrastructure and 
urbanisation, solar energy development, agriculture intensification and fires. As a result, they 
have been widely identified as a conservation priority by several actors. On the other hand, 
human activities in the savannas, especially agriculture, have been a reality since pre-
Columbian times. Traditional use of the savanna areas by Creole and Amerindian 
communities is still present, while new forms of agriculture are currently developing. This 
also makes the savannas, the only open natural spaces in the region, an important component 
of local identity bearing both natural and cultural assets. 

Therefore, a global conservation strategy for the savannas of French Guiana will have to rely 
not only on the protection tools available in the French administrative system, but also on 
management schemes strongly addressing the various traditional uses. Tools allowing the 
concerted multi-functional management of semi-natural areas exist elsewhere in the world and 
have, in some cases, proven to be successful. However, no such tools are readily available in 
French Guiana. The French version of the Natura 2000 scheme, frequently used to address 
this type of issue in mainland France, does not embrace overseas territories. 

 

Intervention framework 

The fieldwork, based on semi-directive interviews, will take place in the Sinnamary-Iracoubo 
area which has a high percentage of savannas and is most representative of their traditional 
use and cultural dimension. The interviews will target this area´s rural population. 

 

 

Expected results 



Expected results will include a detailed analysis of the issues and topics that would need to be 
addressed by a concerted management tool, in order to reach social acceptability and 
conservation efficiency. The development of conceptual frameworks and charts is highly 
recommended. 

A wider discussion, inspired by existing concerted management schemes tool elsewhere, will 
definitely have added value. 
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